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[bookmark: _Toc482535292]EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Increasingly, access to vital information is taking centre stage in the quest for development for many countries. Creating such access has been cited by development experts as being an important tool in development.It is in line with this, that EITI implementing countries are required to pursue contract disclosure in the management of their extractive resources. 

Access to accurate information on critical components of extractive industryagreements in Ghana, will be a significant boast to promoting accountable governance within the sector. All over the world, several countries have come to terms with the crucial role contract transparency plays in terms of socio-economic development and as such in recent times a number of countries that hitherto kept their contracts in the extractive industries from citizen have began to take steps at making contracts accessible not only to citizens but also to the global consumers of such information. Studies conducted in the extractive industry have established that contract transparency ensures better negotiation terms and commits companies to respect their obligationto their shareholders, the environment and the communities in which they operate. Contract disclosure also balances information asymmetry between the government and companies and builds trust between governments, companies and citizens.

Contract transparency is not an alien phenomenon in Ghana. Ghana has made some progress in promoting contract openness around the petroleum and mining sectors of the country in recent times. However, the progress is more tilted towards the petroleum sector as against the mining sector. For instance, several petroleum contracts signed before 2010 have been published thanks to the instrumentalities of EITI and other civil societies. Section 56 of the new 2016Petroleum Act requires the establishment of ‘a register of petroleum agreements, license, permits, and authorizations. The Act also demands that the register is made available to the public.  It has been observed that, although the 2016 Ghana E & P Act aims at ensuring transparency in the extractive industry, its implementation is likely to encounter some challenges if Regulations on the Act do not clarify some of the anticipated issues.

In the mining sector on the other hand, irrespective of many achievement Ghana has chalked in its implementation of EITI over the past fourteen (14) years not much has been achieved with regards to mining contract disclosures. It is worth nothing however, there is a growing international call on resource rich country to make the terms of extractive industry contracts available to the public, and to establish new norms for what information is and is not disclosed in deals between government and industry. These calls are informed by the fact that making ccontractstransparentis vital in ensuring that all parties benefit from the extractive industries.  Contracts disclosure empowers citizens to play a monitoring role in areas where they have the expertise or are better placed to do than the government e.g environmental compliance, social responsibility commitments, etc.  

Furthermore, it is the general view that because minerals are time-bound and non-renewable legislating for their contracts to be disclosed will not only promote accountable governance, but also reduce the incidence of poorly negotiated contracts.

This report captures thekey discussion points, agreed action points, and decisionsthat emerged from the two day technical meetings of stakeholders drawn from Government, Extractive industries, CSO, and Development partners. It also includes as annexes presentations, list of participants and program outline. 
[bookmark: _Toc482535293]Welcome Remarks
In their welcome remarks, the coordinators from Public Interest Accountability Committee (PIAC) and GHEITI emphasized the importance of such a gathering and its diverse role in promoting contract transparency in Ghana.The coordinators indicated that the call for contract transparency in Ghana is not only a call from stakeholders nationally but also an international call on all EITI member countries.GHEITI, PIAC and other partners will continue to facilitate the process and lead in advocating for Ghana to comply with this requirement in its extractive sectors. This workshop is one of many aimed at learning and sharing ideas related to experiences about contract disclosure. They mentioned that, citizensare ill equipped to demand accountability and compliance from government and companies because contracts entered into are inaccessible. A key outcome of the two-day meeting therefore was to afford the participants the opportunity to deliberate on the best approach to adopt in Ghana’s quest for contract disclosure. In concluding, the coordinators welcomed all the participants to the meeting and wished them a productive session.
[bookmark: _Toc482535294]Contract Transparency and Open Contracting: Overview, Policy, and Practice
Rob Pitman, Governance Officer at the NRGI DC office, began his presentation by putting the meaning of ‘contract disclosure’ into context. According to Pitman, appreciating petroleum and mining deals requires one to understand two main things-thus who is making the payment for the resources and who is benefiting from the payment made for the extraction of the resources. Pitman indicated that while projects level contracts or licenses or permits are very often kept secret, regulations and legislations on projects are almost always made public. Contracts are therefore specific term documents containing issues of public interest such as the company’s rights to natural resources, taxes and royalties, public health and safety, organizational commitments, fiscal terms, social obligations, environmental obligations and so many others. He stressed that some of the clauses in extractive industry contracts may be found in legal frameworks while others may not depending on how a country’s legal system is structured. For instance, while some countries may have more agreements and fewer regulations on mining, others may have more regulations and less agreements on mining, it is therefore important to note that the fact that there is license does not constitute an agreement.
Withregards to what needs to be disclosed in a contract, Pitman indicated that the license or permit, the main contract, and other associated documents that contain rights and obligations in the public interest as well as the annexes or addendum must be known by the public. For Pitman, disclosing contracts on the extractive industry incentivizes officials to negotiate strong contracts and enables civil society to monitor compliance of obligations of companies to the environment in particular and the society at large. Contract disclosure balances information asymmetry between the government and companies and builds trust between governments,companies and citizens. Contract disclosure also empowers citizens to protect their natural resources and empowers communities to determine how they manage their share of the proceeds generated from the resources. However studies of most countries have disclosed contracts show that they are mostly attached with confidentiality clauses. 
Pitman indicated that governments and companies that conceal contracts from their citizens cite varied reasons for their actions but almost all of them are unfounded. Some argue that contract disclosure puts undue pressure on the government and the companies to deliver more to the people. Contracts are too complex for the ordinary people to appreciate the content. There is the need to protect company data and trade secrets so as to attract more investors because contract transparency will scare away investors. However, evidence on the ground suggest otherwise. For example Guinea, Liberia, and Mozambique recorded significant investment after they disclosed their respective contracts. This is due to the fact that several factors such as price, demand for products and many others inform the choice of investors aside disclosing contracts. They further contend that contracts contain commercially sensitive information but this is also not the case because Mexico has created a website where every detail of contracts on its extractive industry is published.
Pitman further revealed that in recent times, there has emerged a global norm on contract disclosure of contracts on extractive industry. Some of the examples include BTC + Chad-Cameroun pipeline advocacy, International Monetary Fund (IMF) recommendation, IBA Model mining agreement, International Finance Corporation (IFC) lending experience, and Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (EITI) which encourages contract disclosure. EITI particularly has become the pivot of a global community of contract disclosure in the extractive industries. Pitman shared that three-quarters of countries that have disclosed their contracts or licenses globally are part of the EITI implementing countries. However, 11EITI implementing countries have failed to publish contracts as required by their national laws. Also, 16 disclosing countries have failed to disclose all contracts in at least one sector (Ghana inclusive) while 20 EITI implementing countries have made no progress on contract disclosure. 
In the mining sector, companies such as Anglogold Ashanti (Guinea), New Mount (Peru), andKonross (Democratic Republic of Congo) have disclosed their respective contracts. In the oil sector; ENI, Plus Hess Vitol, Tullow Oil, Subre, and Kosmos Energy have also disclosed their contracts in Ghana. He indicated that there is a platform known as resources contract.org where a lot of contracts from different countries and regions can be accessed.  He advised that when searching for contracts online, everybody must look for the Meta data and the unlocked pdf so as to assist them sort through different types of contracts to get the appropriate information needed. Pitman emphasized that contract transparency goes beyond the mere contract documents. All the contract processes from planning, tender, award to the implementation stages are very critical for one to meaningfully appreciate the contract better. For instance, planning stage must have proper impact assessments with high level of public participation. And the allocation stage must be as transparent as possible with maps interface indicating licenses against layers of information. The implementation stage must also involve commitments to all the obligations under the contracts including social, commercial, and environmental issues. In this connection, the state of Alberta has an excellent blueprint of contract implementation in the extractive industry. 
[bookmark: _Toc482535295]Case Studies on Contract Transparency and Open Contracting: Lessons for Ghana
This session was coordinated by Bob Pitman of NRGI DC and Samuel Bekoe of GOGIG. For the participants at the conference to have effective discussions, they were divided into three groups to analyze various open contractsand the best practices in different countries across the globe. Group one discussed contract disclosure practices in Mexico, Niger, Norway, and Philippines. Group two discussed contract disclosure rules in Ukrain, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC); Mongolia and Malawi as well as International Finance Corporation. Group three also looked at contract disclosure issues in Philippines, DRC, Liberia, Niger, and Nigeria. At the end of the discussion, the following key lesions were recommended for Ghana.
· In disclosing contract, the contract should be published within 60 days after it has been signed.
· The contract must be published in diverse outlets including official websites, and hardcopies.
· The contract should contain all the details of public interest.
· Contract regulation must have legislation backing.
· Historical data regarding the blocks and concessions should also be published.
· Video footages of all the process leading to the award of a contract must be published to erase any doubt.
· Geo-spatial data must be published to prevent companies from over-stretching their boundaries.
· Beneficial owners of the contracts should be published.
· Renegotiation of old contracts must be considered.

[bookmark: _Toc482535296]Questions
· Who has the ultimate responsibility to disclose the contract?
· What is the definition of contract disclosure?
· Can the government give partial disclosure?
· What is the difference between license and contract?
· What are the possible documents one should look for in contract disclosure?
· Who provides the Meta data?
· What needs to be discussed in the petroleum and mining sectors?
· What opportunities lie ahead for open contracting?
· How can you use the contract document?
· Is it possible to publish the contract in all the major local languages for easy understanding?
· What is the motivation for those countries that limit the full disclosure of contracts?
· How do you ensure that when the contract is published at the website Ghanaians will develop interest to read them?

[bookmark: _Toc482535297]Comments
· Inasmuch as we are learning from other countries, we should try as much as possible to go beyond Norwegian experience.
· One way of accessing contracts is through stock exchanges since some of them that are listed on stock exchanges particularly in Canada and United States require companies to submit their contracts. 
· With regards to mining contract it is very crucial to make stabilization clause part of the contract.
· Social costs and other externalities should also be disclosed in the contracts.
· Arbitration clauses must also be part of the contract in order for the parties to be clear on where and how arbitrations should be handled.
· Percentages in terms of local content and participation levels must be made known in the contract.

[bookmark: _Toc482535298]Responses
· Contract disclosure only occurs when contracts are published in various outlets including websites and hard copy for easy access.
· Any contractual document on social responsibility, environmental obligations, workers health and safety, operational and production commitments and so on constitutes contract disclosure.
· Government has the vehicle and capacity to disclose the contract through the passage of laws
· In certain circumstances, government may partially disclose contracts.
· EITI encourages all countries to disclose all the agreements, licenses etc therefore contracts and license are not so different from each other they are actually a continuum. However in the specific context of Ghana, the license is quite different from the contract. Ghana’s license awarded in the mining sector requires the location, duration, and the GPS coordinates of the concession.
· In Ghana’s oil sector, the pre-exploration(Reconnaissance) licenses are issued before the actual contract.
· The Meta data is provided by the disclosing body.
· Some of the issues that need to be discussed in the mining and petroleum sectors include fiscal details of the contract, beneficiaries of the projects, revenue streams, compliance of specific requirements e.g. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)requirements, local content policy, royalties attached to each project, stabilization clause among others.
· Open contract reduces conflict between companies and the communities in their operating areas.
· Open contract reduces corruption.
· Open contract makes governments and companies accountable to the people.
· Open contracts provides opportunity to renegotiate some of the unfavorable past contracts.
· Contract should be written in a very simple language for easy understanding.
[bookmark: _Toc482535299]Contract Transparency and Open Contracting: Status of Ghana’s Legal Basis
Mr. Samuel Bekoe of GOGIG commenced his presentation by revealing that every country with the extractive industry has to pass through six main stages before it can be qualified as having attained contract transparency or open contracting. These stages according to Bekoe are: Knowledge or concept understanding stage, advocacy stage, policy reforms stage; regulatory reforms and guidelines stage, implementation and monitoring of implementation stage, and finally utilization of reforms stage.
In terms of the oil and gas industry, Ghana is at the regulation stage while in the mining industry Ghana is still at the advocacy stage. Bekoe indicated that the Ghana Extractive and Petroleum Act, specifically section (4)states that the management of the petroleum shall be conducted in accordance with the tenets of good governance, transparency and the object of the Act.According to Bekoe, this is reflected in the Article (3) of the Act which requires the state to subject all petroleum agreements to open, transparent and competitive tender before they are entered into force. Nonetheless, Article (4) stipulates that “Despite subsection (3) the Minister may on stated reasons decide not to enter into a petroleum agreement after the tender process asprescribed”. The fundamental questions according to Bekoe, is how then can we ensure that these reasons are made public by the minister after he/she has applied the provision in Article (4) of the Act?He indicated further that in the Angolan petroleum law for instance, all the conditions are clearly stated as to why the minister may not enter into agreement. Bekoe therefore encouraged Ghana to adopt the Angolan approach to avoid any manipulations of the law.
Similarly, Article 10 (9) states that “Despite subsection (3) the Minister may, in consultation with the Commission, determine that a petroleum agreement may be entered into by direct negotiations without public tender, where direct negotiation represents the most efficient manner to achieve optimal exploration, development and production of petroleum resources in a defined area”. Bekoe pointed out that Article (9) of the Act has a definition deficit as to what “an efficient manner” actually means. Likewise, Article 10 (10) states` that “The Republic may enter into a petroleum agreement with a body corporate that has the requisite technical competence and financial capacity to fulfill the obligation of the petroleum agreement and other requirements as prescribed”. However, according to Bekoe the challenge with the Article 10 (10) is that what constitutes “requisite technical competence and financial capacity” is very vague and fluid which is open to manipulation.He cited the Liberian Draft Petroleum Law, 2013 which is very explicit with regards to what constitutes technical qualification of a potential company that intends to carry out petroleum activities in the country and urged Ghana to consider that to avoid any ambiguities.
Bekoe stressed that the Regulations of the E &P Act should be explicit on the reasons or conditions under which the Minister may avoid tender. The Regulations should oblige the minister to publish the “stated reasons” – mode of publication and state clearly the criteria for measuring a company’s technical and financial competence. The Regulations should also Pre-defined criteria by which companies become qualified to participate in a bidding/license process as well as details of license duration, tax terms, biddable terms for each licensing rounds.
In his conclusion, Bekoe acknowledged that while the E & P Act requires public register of petroleum agreements, licenses, permits and authorizations in Article 56 (1), the Act does not define what the register is and how the public should access this register.  He stated that Sierra Leone (Petroleum Exploration and Production) Act, 2011 provides good example for Ghana with regards to what actually constitute the register.
[bookmark: _Toc482535300]Questions
· How do we practicalize some of these provisions in the Act since there will always be manipulations of the law?
· How can Ghana get all the processes implemented?
· Is the allocation of petroleum blocks the same as agreements?
· What do we need in that register?
[bookmark: _Toc482535301]Comments
· As the clause in Article 4 stands now the minister may decide not to state any reason for not entering inter agreement which is also a problem.
· The work on the petroleum law has already started so all suggestion from this discussion will be considered.
· There is an ongoing review of the petroleum law to align with the new E & P law.
·  All the petroleum blocks are being named so as to make easy identification.
· Our laws should be clear in terms of the scope of contract disclosure particularly in the area of cross-border exploration activities.

[bookmark: _Toc482535302]Responses
· Allocation of petroleum blocks go through processes and after the process is complete, then the block is allocated on agreement or contract. But in the mining sector, you first apply for exploration and prospecting license or rights and after that you apply for exploitation right which is done by way of a contract or an agreement.

[bookmark: _Toc482535303]Analyzing Ghana’s Petroleum Contracts: What More is Needed? Presentation and Discussion Session
Mr. BenjamineBoakye of Africa Centre for Energy Policy (ACEP) in his presentation emphasized that petroleum contract analysis is very vital for the country given the fact that a percent loss or gain by the state in the contract will either have positive or negative implication of the country’s economy.  For instance, assuming that Ghana lost 1% take at the negotiation table of the Jubilee field contract, it would have translated into millions of Ghana Cedis. Boakye therefore stressed that contract analysis does not concentrate on how much a company is getting from the contract but rather focuses on the processes that lead to the acquisition of the contract. There is therefore the need to ensure that contracts are secured through fair processes.
He disclosed that Ghana’s royalty from the petroleum sector has improved over the years. For instance, ENI, Springfield, and Swiss Africa offered 10 %, 11%, and 13% royalties in 2016 respectively. He intimated that in negotiating royalty payment, a lot of factors such as the geological condition of the block, technical competency of the company, financial standing and so on should be considered. It will therefore be prudent to award a contract to bigger company that offers smaller royalty but with the capacity to produce more oil than a smaller company that promises higher royalty but cannot produce any significant oil.Boakye confirmed that Ghana’s additional interest on oil paid by the oil companies such as Tullow oil, Kosmos Energy and others have increase to an average of 10% since 2007.
Boakye shared that the recent trends of contracts in the oil sector gives some cause for worry. While smaller companies are getting the oil blocks, they are unable to deliver on their minimum work program in spite of the fact that their sites do not form part of the disputed areas. Yet, these non performing companies are able to hold on to their blocks without sanctions. According to boakye, in some instance, the smaller companies are preferred ahead of the bigger ones in the awards of blocks. This has come about mainly as a result of the administration process of licensing being carried out on first-come- first-serve basis.  
Boakye further disclosed that the main challenges of the Ghana oil sector are the presence of dodgy companies and lack of transparency in the contracting process. For example, Gilad Mintzer, the owner of AGM Gh an Israeli was found to have faked Ghanaian citizenship to register the company as Ghanaian company. Meanwhile the AGM Gibraltar own 100% share of the same AGM Gh.Also, Miura Petroleum was accused in 2014 of forging the signature of the then minister of energy. After it come out that the Miura had sold majority stake in the company using a letter signed by the Minister, claiming the right of first refusal from the Ministry in respect of South Cape Three Block. ACEP called for investigations into this matter but no apparent action was taken. 

With regards to award of oil contracts, Boakye pointed out that the documents never come to the public until it has gone through parliament. Even in parliament they usually announce the contract in the Order Paper without making the contract available to the entire house. In this circumstance, it is only the members of the energy committee who get access to the contract and in several instancesapproval of Oil contracts in parliament is done in a rush. Though Parliament’s Standing Order 80(1) requires that “no motion shall be debated until at least, forty-eight hours have elapsed after notice of the motion is given”between 2013 and 2016 parliament suspended its Standing Orders in terms of the approval of oil contracts. This is reflected in the statement made at the floor of parliament by one senior member in this period. "Mr Speaker I agree that we should urgently approve this project because the patience of the investors is running out" (Hansard, 11 December 2014).

Boakye concluded that if contracts processes in the oil industry are not done in a transparent manner, the civil society organizations will continue to engage in a post-mortem analysis without making any significant headway. The E&P Act therefore provides an opportunity to introduce greater transparency in the contracting regime in Ghana. Regulations on the Act are therefore urgently needed to ensure that its implementation is not postponed. 
[bookmark: _Toc482535304]Questions
· What are some of the sanctions that need to apply in the situation of non performance?
· Can the minister use his discretion to renegotiate old contracts?
· What is the difference between discounted and undiscounted figures?
· What is the government doing about those companies who are refusing to go onsite to carryout their oil production activities?
· Why are those companies not working on their oil blocks to give the government the needed royalties?
[bookmark: _Toc482535305]Comments
· The new law requires that all the new contracts need to go through the process again.
·  In Ghana, contracts in general are not easy to access.
· Maybe we should engage the media to support in the advocacy.
· Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) must work hard to ensure that they are part of the process.
· It is very important to sustain the collaboration between GOGIG, PIAC, GHETI, etc to work towards more transparent contracting regime in Ghana.
· The advocacy strategy must be revised to ensure that contracts are made public in the country.
· It is very good that this meeting has been organized and it will be more helpful for all the experts working in the public sector to share their experiences when they retire.
· As civil society, we have to find innovative ways of preventing the state from engaging in shoddy deals to save the current and future generations of the country.
· For the sake of transparency, when the government is trading off national assets all bodies and individuals who matter must be engaged. 

[bookmark: _Toc482535306]Responses
· In Ghana, application of sanctions is at the discretion of the minister.
· As far as the minister is concerned he has not engaged in any contract renegotiation.
· Discounted figure are raw figures but undiscounted figures give you the real values gained.
· We are not always privy to the reasons given for not going to site but they continue to get extension.
[bookmark: _Toc482535307]Contract Transparency–Rising to the Challenge: From Legislation to Implementation
Dr. Stave Menteaw in his presentation sought to compare EITI requirements to the legislations passed as a country to meet those requirements particularly how Act 919 helps Ghana to meet its international obligation. Dr. Menteaw commenced his presentation by acknowledging the fact that if the legislations Ghana has passed do not measure up to the EITI requirements, then Ghana cannot make any progress as a country. He recognized that EITI in 2013 only encouraged countries to comply with it requirements but since 2016, EITI implementing countries are mandated to comply with the EITI requirements. He stated that at the initial stage of the Ghana oil discovery, smaller percentages of shares were given to Ghanaian partners even when these companies had not commenced production. But the E &P Act is silent on this practice (sweat equity) even when these individuals have not played any role in those companies.
Dr. Menteaw Indicated that 4% royalty payment is a violation of the law and therefore unacceptable for any company in the extractive sector to be paying such a percentage as a royalty. He admitted that the implementation ofAct 919 is very critical for preventing abuse in the system. Dr Menteaw stressed that the first commitment to the implementation of EITI requirement is to protect the national interest of Ghana. In terms of the description of the contract process as required from the EITI implementing countries, Act 919 section 7(4) and (8) mandate the Minister to publish in the Gazette and at least two state-owned dailies areporton exploration and exploitation of petroleum activities in Ghana.
Section 10(5) of the Act stipulates clearly that where specific area offered for tender has not become the subject of a Petroleum Agreement, but the Minister determines that it is in the public interest for that area to be subjected to a Petroleum Agreement, the Minister may initiate direct negotiations with a qualified body corporate for a Petroleum Agreement.EITI also requires implementing countries to have a register of license with details of license holder, coordinates of the license area;date of application, date of award and duration of the license that must be publicly accessible. Act 919 satisfies some of these requirements in Section 56 (1) & (2) which requires the establishment and maintenance of a publicly accessible register of Petroleum Agreements, licenses, and permits.
In Implementing the Act to facilitate Ghana’s compliance with the EITI requirements, section 94 (2) gives indication as to which areas of Act 919 may require regulations. Some of the areas include procedures and conditions for the granting of Petroleum Agreements, including qualification requirements; terms and conditions for open competitive tendering and procedures for direct negotiations. In this connection, team of experts has been constituted to work with the Petroleum Commission to develop regulations for the transparent allocation of petroleum blocks as specified in Act 919. Dr. Menteaw revealed that NPP’s manifesto pledge on contract transparency acknowledges the need for a more efficient allocation of exploration rights. According to Dr. Menteaw the manifesto expresses concern that inexperienced and unknown companies are holding exclusive oil rights in Ghana’s basins, most of whom are not fulfilling their work obligations.
[bookmark: _Toc482535308]Challenges with Act 919
Dr. Menteaw identified the following challenges with Act 919.
· The Act does not mention disclosure of coordinates for licensed areas.
· The Act is not clear what will be the format of disclosure, and if fees would be charged for accessing the register. 
· The criteria for identifying an institution or a company as a “Qualified Body Corporate” are not specified in the Act.
[bookmark: _Toc482535309]Recommendations
For Ghana to fulfill its compliance with the EITI requirements and achieve contract transparency in the extractive industry the following recommendation were made: 
· Establish a small working group to brainstorm around Ghana’s international commitments, such as the EITI imposes, and develop draft regulations that adequately address these commitments; 
· Convene a multi-stakeholder technical roundtable to discuss the draft regulations;
· Submit  draft regulations to Petroleum Commission and Ministry as input into the regulation drafting process;
· Joining the Regulations Drafting Committee helps to shepherd, our interests. GHEITI through thePetroleum Commission representative on the MSG could facilitate representation of key stakeholders on the Committee to ensure that Ghana’s contract transparency legal framework meets the state’s international commitments;
· Parliament is crucial in our efforts to influence the Legislative Instrument (LI);
· It is also important to enhance the demand-side of accountability, by sensitizing, training, and building the needed capacity among CSOs;
· GHEITI and PIAC could collaborate to develop and host a contract database which provides overview of the fiscal terms of each contract, including stability provisions, and any special tax concessions.
[bookmark: _Toc482535310]Questions
· Will Act 919 facilitate Ghana’s compliance with the EITI requirements?
· How does the EITI promote local content in the oil and gas, and mining sectors?
· How do we improve the EITI requirements?
· When Ghana National Petroleum Corporation (GNPC) itself engage in any act of pollution who cleans it?
[bookmark: _Toc482535311]Responses
· Local content disclosure is part of the contract disclosure because 5% is given to local operations.
· Ghana was the first country to undertake EITI requirements in the mining sector.
· EITI is a coalition of companies, governments, and CSOs therefore building on the EITI standards requires a lot of negotiations.
· Nothing stops the government to disclose any aspects of contracts even when they are not included in the EITI requirements.
· The law requires the polluter to pay which means that whoever engages in any pollution will have to clean it.
[bookmark: _Toc482535312]Appendix
[bookmark: _Toc482535313]Action points
· Going forward a team of experts from (PIA, GHEITI, ACEP, NRGI) will be constituted to look at the appropriate manner to follow up on the implementation of the regulations.
· Public forum will be organized to educate the general public about the relevance of contract transparency.
· Other experts will be selected to engage the government on the implementation of the EITI requirements.
· Some members of the EITI going forward will be engaged to get the feedback on the progress being made as a country.
· A model study will be commenced on the Ghana’s long-term oil production particularly when the production will reach its peak and also the decline and inform the general public about the future of Ghana’s oil revenues so that the state can make proper projections.

[bookmark: _Toc482535314]Key decisions points
· Freedom of Information Bill should be passed as soon as possible to facilitate access to contracts.
· As a matter of fact every detail of the contract should be disclosed without any limitation.
· Awareness of the disclosure of specific contracts must also be created among the general public.
· The wording of Article (4) of the Petroleum Act must be altered to read as “Subject to subsection (3) the Minister may, decide not to enter into a petroleum agreement after the tender process is prescribed”.  
· Some of the experts should contact the public officials and politicians and direct them as to how they should address some of the issues raised.
· The government must endeavor to engage experienced negotiators to negotiate contracts on behalf of the state and desist from the use of friends and party members who have no such experience.
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