STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GHANA

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Panel Members
On behalf of the President of the Republic of Ghana and his Government, I wish to thank the Amir of Qatar, the Chairman of EITI and the entire EITI Secretariat for extending an invitation to the President of Ghana to participate in this important international conference. Much as H.E. Prof. John Evans Atta-Mills would have wished to be personally present here today equally important national assignments have engaged his attention. He has therefore mandated me as Chairman of the national EITI Steering Committee to make this statement on his behalf.
The Government of the Republic of Ghana committed itself and signed unto the EITI in 2003 and has since participated fully in all EITI activities both regionally and internationally. It is worth noting that Ghana is the first country to undertake the EITI in the mining sector and proactively extended it to the sub-national level.
So far Ghana has produced three EITI Reports and is preparing for validation.  Indeed, we have written formally to the International EITI Secretariat indicating Ghana’s readiness to start the validation process. Even though there has been a change of Government, the current Government is committed to the EITI process and will give it the needed impetus. It is worth noting that the EITI principles are enshrined in the manifesto of the current administration. Under the previous administration the Government mandated a Minister of State at the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning to oversee the implementation of the EITI. The current President remains committed to Ghana’s implementation of the EITI. This is even more imperative following the discovery of oil and gas in Ghana.   
Since Ghana committed itself to the EITI process, it has made substantial achievements by increasing transparency in the revenue flow streams and bringing together the major stakeholders. This has further enhanced the inclusion of civil society in the advancement of good governance in Ghana. Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) today are in constant dialogue with other stakeholders in the extractive sector in resolving issues of common concern.  We therefore want to take this opportunity to commend them for their active engagement in the EITI process and wish to assure them that all of us have a duty to ensure that our natural resources are used for the betterment of the citizenry.
Once again, H.E. Prof. Mills, President of the Republic of Ghana is committed to the principles of accountability, transparency and good governance which are consistent with the principles and objectives of the EITI. The Government of Ghana will therefore work assiduously to achieve the realization of the objectives of the EITI not only in the mining sector but also in the emerging oil and gas sector.

Thank you, and may God bless us all. 

