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Good Morning 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 
1.
Good morning and a warm welcome to you all. It is an honour for me to welcome you to today’s event. The EITI as we know is a partnership between government, civil society and extractive sector companies. All the three parties are expected to work together in a Multistakeholder setting to achieve the objectives of the initiative. It is therefore a requirement of the EITI that Civil Society is actively engaged at all times in the design, monitoring and evaluation stages of the EITI programme. The extent to which civil society is engaged in the EITI process therefore, is recognised as one of the critical measures of success of EITI implementation at the country level.
2
Ladies and gentlemen, as you may all be aware, in 2002, the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) was launched in Johannesburg, South Africa with the ambitious goal of improving governance in resource-rich countries. It is to ensure that all revenue payments to government by oil, gas and mining companies are independently checked and fully disclosed to the public, thus helping citizens to exercise oversight over these revenues and thereby reduce the mismanagement of revenues from the extractive sector.

3.
Indeed, by supporting increased transparency in the financial transactions between extractive companies and the host governments of resource-rich countries, the EITI aims at reducing poverty by offsetting aspects of the resource curse that has plagued many resource rich developing countries. 
4.
Ghana has been implementing the EITI since 2003 and has made a remarkable progress. We have set up a multistakeholder Committee  with a representation from Civil society, established an EITI Secretariat at the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, developed a comprehensive and costed work plan, engaged an EITI Aggregator through a competitive bidding process, undertaken a nation-wide sensitisation programme, produced three EITI Reports and developed an EITI website for information dissemination.
7.
I must however, acknowledge the important role Civil Society played in the progress so far made by the Ghana EITI. Members of the GHEITI National Steering Committee have been periodically briefed on the various activities of Civil Society at the community level. We are aware that social and environmental templates have been developed to collect data on the social and environmental impact of mining. Data like this will give us all the tools to support evidence based decision making. It will also give us accurate and reliable information to address some of the challenges confronting our mining communities.

8.
Other contributions made by Civil Society to the EITI implementation in Ghana are as follows: 

· Civil Society has ensured the effective sensitization of key stakeholders at the grassroots on the activities of EITI; 
· disseminated EITI reports and other relevant information to mining communities; 

· strengthened transparency at national and community level; 
· empowered mining communities through educational programmes to demand responsible and accountable governance from the managers of our collective natural resources. 
These contributions have helped reduce corruption and revenue leakages in the extractive sector. 
9.
Let me also take the opportunity to commend the Ghana Chapter of the Publish What You Pay (PWYP) Coalition for playing a leading role in coordinating the participation of civil society in the Ghana EITI process. I am well informed that PWYP was involved in civil society capacity building on revenue transparency issues and it has proven to be an important force behind the meaningful EITI implementation in Ghana.

10.
Having said this, challenges still remain.  A major challenge we recognize is the complexity of the extractive industry and the limited number of CSOs with adequate knowledge to participate fully in the process. This has led to the challenges of communicating the EITI to the masses across the country. This has also led to so much confusion as to what the EITI is about and the scope of the EITI. To address this communication challenge the EITI Steering Committee is presently in the process of finalising a communication strategy to address the gaps.
11.
Ladies and Gentlemen, as many of you may have read from our three Audit reports, the EITI process in Ghana has brought to the fore many critical issues our mining industry has been battling with in the last century.
12.
We are pleased to announce that Government has responded promptly to these findings and is taking the necessary steps to address some of the problems.
13.
Response from Government has already produced some positive results. This includes:

· the recent development of guidelines by the Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands (OASL) for the utilization of mineral royalties by District Assemblies is one such achievement;
· the publication and clear classification of royalty payments; 
· improved collaborations and information sharing among the key Revenue Agencies. 
14.
Many other actions are ongoing to rectify the grey areas identified in the reports. I encourage you all to read these reports. Additional information on the activities of GHEITI in Ghana is available on our website at www.gheiti.gov.gh.
15.
Distinguished Ladies and gentlemen, let me take this opportunity to inform you that as part of the EITI process, all countries implementing EITI have to undergo validation by March 2010 as a quality assurance mechanism to safeguard the EITI brand by holding all implementing countries to the same global standard. The validation process is expected to measure Ghana’s progress in implementation and determine whether the country’s EITI implementation is compliant or not with the EITI principles and criteria. The validation is also expected to provide an independent assessment of Ghana’s progress and identify measures needed to strengthen the EITI process. We are preparing for the validation. However, Ghana EITI is concerned about the EITI International Board’s decision that EITI implementing countries should pay for the cost of their validation. We consider it philosophically wrong and have therefore   petitioned the EITI Board Chairman on the issue. We are awaiting the Board’s response. 
16.
Let me also use this opportunity to inform you of government’s plans to extend the principle of EITI to the emerging oil and gas sector. This has become necessary as a result of some of the key lessons we have learnt by implementing the EITI in the mining sector. As we prepare for the next level we will call on you again to partner government to make it as successful as we have done in the mining sector.
17.
Before I take my seat let me say that the EITI has helped to create the space in which civil society can engage with the state and the private sector on an equal footing. The EITI process is therefore inherently valuable. 
18.
On behalf of the Ghana Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (GHEITI) National Steering Committee (NSC) I wish to express my sincere appreciation to Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) for your impressive achievements at the community level where many of you have been very instrumental in empowering communities on their rights and civil responsibilities.

19.
I thank you all for your attention and wish you a very productive workshop.
