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1. This Conference has allowed for sharing experiences on the conduct of EITI processes, the gains, the challenges, the innovations and the prospects for the way forward and maximising the opportunities that it provides.

2. The conference has re-affirmed the principles associated with EITI including the need to leverage the considerable resources that mining and extractive industries provide for achieving sustainable and equitable development. Citizens’ participation is critical in ensuring transparency and improving accountability to bring about the desired development. This can only be done with extensive disclosure of information, disaggregated reporting and auditing the entire value chain. The capacity to monitor funds flows must be built for effective engagement.  It is also not enough to just produce EITI reports but also to focus on the uptake of the recommendations. 

3. Participants have been exposed to various practices that work:
· Sustained advocacy to stimulate strong political support including mainstreaming in national development agenda
· Creative use of electronic communication and information technology to disseminate information widely
· Establishment of disaggregated “portals” to analyze transparency in budgets, procurement, contracting and development assistance
· Adaptation of information for different users including the visually impaired eg  provision in Braille
4. The achievements of the EITI process for various countries are evident and in various countries have facilitated information dissemination, legislative review or passage of relevant laws and citizens’ effective participation in public decision-making and budgeting. 

5. There are indications of the increasing recognition and importance of EITI in the countries and internationally. However, there is the need for the adoption of a progressive strategy after almost a decade of implementation of EITI.
· Countries are doing more than the EITI requirements and have found innovative ways of promoting information dissemination on who is operating where, details of contracts and proceeds and payments;
· There is the need for all countries to take the good practices on board and taking a more holistic approach to reporting on the entire extractive industries chain
· New developments in donor countries and international markets are requiring clearer and more disaggregated reportage from firms listed in their countries. It is important that African/developing countries not to be overtaken by events.  
· Disclosure of information on how arising funds are used is useful particularly at the sub-national level; it is important to ensure follow-up that they are actually used as indicated and the results have impacted positively on the lives of the people.
· Requirement for project by project reporting; push for contract transparency and disclosure of licence-holders and company directorships/ownership

6. The strengths that can be derived from EITI should be focused on as part of public advocacy to get the resources required to support the initiative including the prospects for eliminating waste, corruption and inefficiencies. Advocacy efforts should include the following
· EITI must be mainstreamed into national development planning and budgeting efforts to strengthen the link between  transparency, accountability and overall development
· There’s the need for innovative strategies building on the EITI standards and frameworks to  accommodate the peculiar situations of the various countries 
· As much as possible there should be advocacy for legislative support for EITI to ensure that relevant information can be accessed; and logistical support for the process is assured; 
· Consistent efforts at promoting similar levels of transparency in contracting, operations and payments of all mining-related and extractive industry activities to create value chains

7. There is the need to move on, not rest on our oars:
· Need to examine carefully the impact of these activities on the environment, livelihood, abuses and conflicts
· Need for timely reporting as well as comprehensive, disaggregated reporting
· The involvement of more CSO actors in the MSG including more meaningful and adequate representation of traditional authorities, in particular and other identifiable representatives of the people
· Standardization in the kinds of information/assessment and analysis on the entire range of issues involved in mining and extractive industry investments and payments; versus maintaining sufficient flexibility to accommodate the different circumstances of countries and different players within them
· the need for partnership between candidate and compliant countries to share experiences and collaborate on the promoting transparency in extractive industries in the sub-region
· Challenges with funding: alternative ways of funding EITI process should be explored including increased assistance from the International Secretariat as well as from national government budgets and from the private sector. Development partners indicate that they will assist in supporting initiatives that prove to foster transparency meaningfully and improve investment climates. 

8. Establishing a Regional Mechanism for Collaboration: Moving from Our Individual Efforts to a Regional Voice
· Need to pull together the strings from the individual experiences to get together around the agreed pillar (s) for the way forward
· As a basis for moving towards integration, the African Mining Vision 2050 of the African Union and United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the ECOWAS Mining Policy can be used
· The regional integration mechanism should provide an opportunity for the different participating countries to share what they have for the region’s collective benefit 
· The Mechanism must take advantage of emerging information dissemination innovations including for electronic information-sharing
· The reflections for the way forward arising from the different presentations shall provide an agenda for initial work on and by the Regional Mechanism for Collaboration
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