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Mr. Chairman,
Nananom,
Chief Executives of Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies,
Members of the Ghana EITI National Steering Committee,
Distinguished Invitees from Government Agencies and Companies,
Friends from the Media,

Ladies and Gentlemen
A very warm welcome to you all to the Western Region. I am pleased to be given this opportunity to make the opening remarks at this Ghana Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) dissemination workshop. 
Mr. Chairman, I think you would all agree with me that the subject of accountability and transparency in the public sector is one of the critical areas of reform that Government has embarked on. We, therefore, support strongly governance mechanisms like EITI which promotes the principles of accountability and transparency.
As you are all aware, Ghana is well endowed with natural resources especially, minerals. The country therefore has a long tradition of extraction especially of gold which accounts for approximately 90 % of the total mineral production of the country. Other commodities in the extractive sector include bauxite, salt, manganese, diamonds and now oil.

The mining sector therefore contributes significantly to the economy of this country in terms of foreign exchange earnings, employment creation and contribution to GDP. However, the sector could contribute more to our national development if we properly integrate it into the national economy. 

Western region specifically, is endowed with considerable natural resources which give it a significant economic importance within the context of national development. The region is also one of the largest producers of Gold, cocoa, cashew nuts, oil palm and timber. 
Ladies and gentlemen, many of us have witnessed the significant contributions EITI has made to revenue transparency in the mining sector since its inception in 2003. EITI in the mining sector has resulted in the publication of all payments and receipts between mining companies and government for the periods 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009.  These reports have been very instrumental in informing many of the reforms currently taking place within the mining sector.
Mr. Chairman, my belief is that making EITI succeed in Ghana in the broadest sense means going beyond just implementing EITI. Making revenues transparent is a critical first step, but converting resources into real results that matter in the lives of the poor requires more. It is time for us to collectively bring to our people the much desired development outcomes they have always dreamt of. The extractive sector revenues must be used efficiently and judiciously. All stakeholders including Government, therefore, need to be held accountable for the use of the revenues generated from the extractive sector.  There is therefore the need to build strong controls to ensure that the money is used as it should. 
I therefore strongly support the recommendation to develop guidelines for the utilization of the mineral royalties at district level and urge all the District Assemblies to use the guidelines when they are introduced.
I have been told that one of the objectives of this workshop is also to discuss the findings and recommendations of the 2009 Ghana EITI Reports. It is now time for the citizens of mining communities to start taking the published findings from the EITI reports seriously and to use them as the basis to demand accountable governance from the managers of these resources.
Ladies and Gentlemen, the extension of EITI to oil and gas sector   by Government demonstrates government’s commitment to promote transparency, accountability and good governance in the natural resources sector. We will continue to put in place a robust regulatory framework that reflects global good practice and local concerns that promotes stability, confidence and consensus.
We would also put in place credible Public Financial Management (PFM) systems to support prudent management of our resources. We will continue to work with the Municipal and District Assemblies to strengthen their Public Financial Management System as Government has adopted Composite Budgeting process and prepares to roll out fiscal decentralization as indicated by the Minister of Finance and Economic Planning in the 2012 Budget Statement. The Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies (MMDAs) are going to be further empowered with the additional responsibility of managing local resources. 
Permanent solutions, however, will have to be found to the various lapses reported year after year in our respective Audit Reports. My team and I will work closely with our Municipal and District Assemblies to ensure that they have the requisite capacity and logistics to efficiently manage resources entrusted to them.

Let me say that although these reports cover the mining sector, we as the custodians of Ghana’s oil resources must apply the findings and recommendations in the management of oil related issues. As we strive to reform our mining sector from lessons learnt through processes like this one, we should avoid the re-occurrence of shortcomings in mining in the oil and gas management.
Let me also emphasize that the benefits of EITI to us as an implementing country will mainly be realized in our broader efforts to improve governance. It is expected that the improved governance of resource revenues would allow better management of these resources which will promote greater economic and political stability for us. 
We, however, need to go a step beyond the issues of transparency and accountability to address the social issues in the mining communities such as negative impacts of illegal small scale mining, issues of compensation, maintenance of law and order and land disputes.
Let me conclude by saying that, all over the world, in rich and poor countries alike, there is a growing recognition that the path out of poverty has to rest on solid foundation of good governance. Without transparent and accountable governance based on rule of law and checks and balances reforms aimed at improving people’s lives won’t work.

Thank you for your kind attention and I wish you a fruitful workshop. 
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