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Excellencies, Partners and Colleagues,

It gives me real pleasure to participate in this opening session of the

EITI workshop in Ghana on behalf of the World Bank Group.

The progress of Ghana’s EITI efforts over the past year has been
impressive, and today’s event is a milesﬁtone in that work. During 2006
we have seen a coming together of interests as reflected by the
membership of the EITI National Stakeholder Group here in Ghana: of
government agencies keen to investigate and improve the system of
revenue collection and redistribution associated with the mining sector;
of mining companies keen to clearly demonstrate the contribution that

they make to the Ghanaian economy; and of civil society groups keen to



come with building partnership more than worthwhile.

It is also pleasing to witness not only the participation of local EITI
stakeholders, but also that of delegates from other countries to this
forum. These delegates effectively transform today’s event into a
regional forum in which other countries in the region can learn from

Ghana’s work on EITI implementation.

Across the world, in rich and poor countries alike, there is a growing
recognition that the path out of poverty has to rest on a solid foundation
of good governance. Without transparent and accountable governance

based on checks and balances; based on participatory processes: and
























