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WELCOME ADDRESS
 BY 

HON. PAUL EVANS AIDOO
HON. MINISTER

 WESTERN REGION
 AT THE
GHANA EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE (GHEITI) SENSITIZATION WORKSHOP 
AT 
AKROMA PLAZA HOTEL, TAKORADI
 18TH JUNE, 2010.
Mr. Chairman,

Nananom,
Colleague Ministers,
District Chief Executives/ Metropolitan Chief Executives,
Members of the GHEITI NSC,
Distinguished Ladies, Gentlemen and the Press.
1. A very warm welcome to the Western Regional capital of Takoradi.

2. It is a great honour to be a part of this very important workshop. The subject of accountability and transparency in the public sector is one of the critical areas of reform my Government is embarking on. We,  therefore, support strongly governance mechanisms like EITI which promotes the principles of accountability and transparency.  
3. As you may know, Western Region is endowed with considerable natural resources which give it a significant economic importance within the context of national development. We are the largest producers of cocoa, rubber, coconut and oil palm. You will also find a wide variety of minerals like gold, bauxite, irons, diamond, manganese and now oil and gas.

4. We are pleased at the frantic efforts Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Energy, and other key stakeholders are making to extend the principles of EITI to the oil and Gas sector. 
5. Many of us have witnessed the significant contributions EITI has made to the mining sector since its inception in 2003. EITI in the mining sector has resulted in the publication of all payments and receipts between mining companies and government for the periods 2004, and 2005. I am reliably informed that work is ongoing for the 2006, 2007 and 2008 reports. These reports have been very instrumental in many of the reforms taking place within the mining sector. 
6. Mr. Chairman, additional information on these reports are available on the GHEITI website at gheiti.gov.gh. 
7. The principle of full disclosure which is also a requirement of EITI ensures the availability of information. The availability of accurate information empowers citizens to demand accountable governance from the mangers of their respective communities. Availability of information also reduces animosity and corruption which must all be tackled if we are to achieve the Better Ghana Agenda. 
8. For those of you who may be hearing about EITI for the first time, EITI is a voluntary International initiative Ghana signed onto in 2003. It promotes transparency and accountability in the management of extractives in resource rich countries by ensuring full disclosure and publication of financial information. Currently 35 countries have signed on to this initiative globally. The Ghanaian version is called the Ghana Extractives Industries Transparency Initiative (GHEITI). It is managed by a tripartite body made of representatives from Government, Civil Society and Companies (mining and now oil). A lot more information on the activities of EITI in Ghana will be made available over the next two days. I will entreat you all to take advantage of the presence of these resource persons and be educated on the activities of the initiative in Ghana.
9. As you all know oil like many other natural resources are non-renewable. It is important therefore that, we put in place relevant legislative and regulatory framework to support prudent management of the resource.
10. We must put in place credible Public Financial Management (PFM) systems if we have to attain the levels of accountability and transparency expected of us.  
11. Permanent solutions will have to be found to the various lapses reported year after year in our respective Audit Reports.  My team and I will work closely with our Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies to ensure that they have the requisite capacity and logistics to efficiently manage resources entrusted to them. 
12. The principles of this workshop are in line with the orientation and attitude to duty we expect of our public servants. I am hopeful that by the close of the session many of us will better appreciate the need to have strong institutions built on a transparent and accountable form of governance. Thank you all and God Bless Mother Ghana.
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